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several components to Medicare. Part A covers inpatient hospital care, while Part B 
covers doctors’ fees and other outpatient costs. In 2003, President George W. Bush 
signed legislation adding Part D, which extended Medicare coverage to provide 
prescription drugs.

The Politics of Health Care

The controversy over the ACA continues to be a highly contentious issue that involves 
both partisan differences and debates about the power of the federal government. 
While there are many legitimate differences between the different sides, the political 
conflict has taken us away from fundamental issues of health care and the burdens that 
health care costs put on individual Texans, their employers, and the facilities that must 
often care for the poor and uninsured.

  MAP 14.1    The Uninsured in America
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Source: Data from Dan Witters, "Arkansas, Kentucky Set Pace in Reducing Uninsured Rate," Gallup, February 4, 2016, http://www.gallup.com/poll/189023/
arkansas-kentucky-set-pace-reducing-uninsured-rate.aspx.


